Image labeling. The need for a better look.
The important message in this editorial is for radiologists to critically examine how well images are labeled in their own department. If it is not satisfactory, then institute corrective measures. These can range from sophisticated computer programs for printing flashcards to merely sending the chief technologist all those films one comes across with unreadable labels. The quality of the image labeling should also be a consideration when purchasing CT, MRI, ultrasound, computed radiography and digital angiography equipment. The fact that you consider this important should be communicated to equipment manufacturers in the hope that they will pay more attention to it and offer more flexibility for each department to design its own labels. In any event, I feel consistently bad film labeling results in sloppy radiology with possible patient harm and unpleasant legal consequences for the radiologist.